
 

The Unveiling, Blessing and Dedication of the 

Memorial Plaque was held on Sunday, 14 August, 1960,  
 

Historical Background of Kotara 

Aborigines from the Awabakal tribe lived in this area. The word 'Kotara' 

comes from the language of these people and refers to a club used for 

hunting or/killing. In the Awabakal language, 'Kotara uni boon-killiko'  

can be translated into 'Kotara this for purpose of smiting'.  

 

After settlement in the Hunter Region by Europeans, owners of coal 

mines in the Kotara area included the Scottish-Australian Mining 

Company Limited, Mr J. Ruttley and the Fenwick brothers. 

Land in Kotara, the new, rural, southern suburb of Newcastle, had been  

released for sale by the Scottish-Australian Mining Company Limited, in 

1924. On the first day of sale, 17 January, 1925, 160 blocks were sold 

for a cost of nineteen thousand, seven hundred and forty-seven pounds, 

ten shillings.  

  

    



For people living in the Kotara area of Newcastle during the initial years 

of settlement in the1920s and 1930s, attending church meant being part 

of the congregations at New Lambton churches. Most denominations 

had built churches in this area. 
 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD 

SHEPHERD 

The Kotara Progress Association Hall, Park Avenue, Kotara was the 

venue for some early Church of England services but many residents 

walked to St Drostan's, or All Saints' at New Lambton, to attend church. 

In many rural areas, before churches were built, residents met in 

neighbouring homes to worship and this happened at Kotara South. 

The Revd. M. Nickolas, Rector of the Parish of New Lambton, presided 

at a meeting at St Drostan Church, in 1952, at which were present Mr R. 

Hann, Mr and Mrs N. Dalby, Mr and Mrs M. Pilgrim and Mrs C. Brown. A 

building committee was formed to establish a church in Kotara South.  

The first meeting to discuss the establishment of the church was held in 

May,1955, at the home of Mr and Mrs N. Dalby.  

On 17 July, 1958, a Sunday School was started in the garage of Mr and 

Mrs N. Dalby, with Miss Leila Woods as Superintendent. So many 

children attended that the garage was full and many sat on garden 

furniture on the back lawn. 

Mr Max. Pilgrim submitted a Building Application to Newcastle City 

Council on 3 August,1955. The name, Church of the Good Shepherd, 

was suggested by Revd Nickolas and the church was to be built as a 

memorial to all those who had sacrificed their lives in the service of their 

country during war. 

ln 1955, Mr H. Lainson had arranged for the purchase of a Nissan hut, 

for three hundred and seventy-five pounds. Nissan huts, corrugated iron 

igloos, looking like cylinders split in half lengthwise had been used for 

accommodation of troops and storage, during World War ll. This hut was 

erected on the two blocks of land in Joslyn Street by volunteers. 

Most activities were held 'in the hut'. Weekly services were conducted by 

the Rector and the curate, Rev, B. Newell. Sunday School, regular 

meetings and special celebrations were held there. The first service was 



held in the hut in December,1955 and the children's first Christmas party 

was held on 10 December, 1965. 

 
 

Although the church was under construction, there were approximately 

one hundred and sixty children attending the Sunday school. An 

application was made to Newcastle City Council to allow use of the 

Nissan hut for a further five years until a church hall could be built. 

 
When Mr Ian Pender, architect, received the brief from the Vestry 

committee to design a church, these criteria required consideration.  

{a} Available funds of eight thousand pounds; 

{b} Brick and tile construction, requiring minimum maintenance;  
{c} Seating capacity for 100 people; 

{cl} Provision for extension of seating at later date;  

{e} Two ante- rooms required; 

{f} Concrete porch with roofing; 



{g} Roof design, pitched against flat; 

{h} No tower; 

{i} Accent on light and ventilation; 

{j} No furnishing to be included in costing. 

 

 

In keeping with the new homes erected in the community by young 

families during the late 1950s and early 1960s, a functional church was 

required to meet the needs of the Church of England people at Kotara 



South. After worshipping in the Nissan hut for five years, it must have 

been a temptation to want an elaborate church. 

 

Many of the pioneering members of the congregation had worshipped 

previously at the Newcastle cathedral or in well-established inner-city 

churches. It is to their credit that the founding congregation remained 

practical and did not insist on elaborate ornamentation of the church 

building. 

 
The Unveiling, Blessing and Dedication of the 

Memorial Plaque was held on Sunday, 14 August, 1960,  
At 3 p.m. The brass plaque records,  
 

' TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

IN MEMORY OF THE MEN AND WOMEN 

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN WAR 

THIS PLAQUE 

WAS UNVEILED AND BLESSED BY 

JAMES, EIGHTH BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE 

M. G. NICKOLAS RECTOR 14TH AUGUST, 1960' 

[The Most Reverend James Alan George Housden B.A. Th. D.,  
enthroned as Bishop of Newcastle on 21 November, 1958, after "being Bishop of 
Rockhampton, in Queensland, had served in parishes In Queensland and Victoria]. 
 

Fund-raising activities were held and in 1967 the old Nissan hut was 

sold for sixty dollars and removed. The Sunday School children were 

accommodated in garages of various parishioners until the completion of 

the hall building in 1968. The Dedication of the hall and a family tea 

attended by 200 adults and 100 children was held on 28 July,1968, 

ln 1970, the Girls' Friendly Society donated six dollars to buy trees for 

the grounds of the church.  

On the block of land purchased at Melissa Avenue, Bel Air, it was 

planned to build a new Rectory. 



On 2 March, 1972, The Rev. L.G. Holmes was inducted as Priest-in-

Charge of the Provisional District of Kotara South, Greg, Margaret and 

their two daughters, Mary and Rachel, were welcomed warmly.  

Garden Suburb Vestry reported that a loan of $ 6,163.85 would be made 

towards the cost of the Church of the Good Shepherd Hall, repayable 

without interest, at $100 per month. On 6 May,1973, the Right Rev. L. 

Stibbard blessed the completed Rectory in Melissa Avenue, Bel Air. 

A further $2,900 was required to cover items required in furnishing the 

Rectory. Volunteers worked to establish the surrounds of the Rectory. 

 

There was great rejoicing when Kotara South was proclaimed as a 

Parish with an official Rector, no longer a Priest- in - Charge.  

With no longer debts on the fabric of the church of the Good Shepherd, 

it was consecrated on 4 December,1977, by The Right Reverend G. F. 

Parker. once again, there was cause for a great celebration. 
 

During the late 1970s and 1980s a Young Wives Group was formed and 

it brought many families into the Church. The group organised social and 

educational/spiritual occasions and had a large impact on the Parish. 

 

In the late1980s Youth services were held not in the Church but in the 

church Hall (but also attended by the 'oldies') at which original music and 

songs were played by our then church youth Band, 'Ovine Aviation' . 

The name is as close as you can come to 'Flying Sheep' from the 

Church of the Good Shepherd! (We suspect the influence of a Monty 

Python sketch in arriving at the name). Our youth drama group, 'Loose 

Canons', presented plays and performances with Christian themes and 

content in modern parables and language understood by the young 

adults in the community who were not regular members of traditional 

congregations. Young people came from all around the Diocese to 

attend. 



 

In more recent years we have 

acquired a Church Band who 

have greatly enhanced our 

worship on Sundays with a 

variety of music from both 

traditional and more “up-

market” songs. 

 

The good Shepherd 

Community have been 

blessed with pastoral-minded Locums during the various periods 

between Rectors and Priests-in-charge. The Parishioners have also 

been very supportive of one another during these periods for which we 

praise our Lord. 

 

 And even more recently in 2024, when the Parish Church of St 

Stephens in Adamstown closed, a number of Adamstown Parishioners 

have joined the Good Shepherd congregation and have been made 

most welcome.  

  



THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
LOCATION: 

The Church of the Good Shepherd, in the Parish of Kotara South, is part of 
the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, New South Wales, Australia. This 
church is located in Joslin Street, Kotara South, between the intersection of 
Rodway Parade and Joslin Street and the intersection of Bryson Avenue 
and Joslin Street. 

Set among homes built during the late 1950s and 1960s, on the hills and in 
the valleys, this brick church was the first church in Kotara South. The 
founding members of the church remember the area as a 'sea of wattle in 
Springtime ' [1 ] with 'masses of flannel flowers .[2 ] Christmas bells were 
collected by the armful from the creek which flowed at the back. [ 3 ] 

Now, this is a southern suburb on the boundary between the City of 
Newcastle and the City of Lake Macquarie. There are areas of commercial 
development near the local shopping centres and zones of light industrial 
development. Close to the church is extensive residential area, with local 
schools, other churches and a small shopping centre. 



 

 

  



 

Madonna and Child 

A beautifully carved Madonna and Child hangs on 

the wall in the nave, near the font. An appropriate 

symbol for the many parents and young children 

who attend for baptism, it was donated to our 

church on 18 October, 1981, the Feast of St Luke, 

Apostle and Martyr.  

When the Friary of St Mary of the Angels, at 

Sheddon Street, Islington, was closed in 1981, this wall plaque was 

presented to our church by Brother-in-Charge, Brother Joseph. It was 'a 

small gift of our appreciation for the love, prayer and support you have 

shown to us during our stay in Newcastle'.  

The Friary was moved from Islington to Stroud. 

This wall plaque was a sign not only of remembrance but also of a 

continuing contract and fellowship between our parish and the Brothers. 

 

  



CROSS OF ASSISI 

This is usually referred to as a Cross, 

not as a Crucifix, despite the inclusion 

of Christ's body at the Crucifixion.  

It was donated to our church by Rev. 

N. Eve. It is a reproduction of the Cross 

in St Damien's Church, at Assisi, and 

had special significance for Saint 

Francis, of Assisi This Cross is referred 

to, sometimes, as the Cross of Assisi  

Displayed on the rood-arch, it is opposite the Madonna and Child which 

had been donated by the Franciscan Friary of St Mary and the Angels, 

before it closed at Wickham, in 1981. 

 

  



THE CRUCIFER 
 

This crucifix, called the Crucifer, is used to lead the 

religious processions during services in the church. 

The word ‘crucifer' is also used to designate the 

cross- bearer. 

It remains in a small floor stand, beside the Altar, 

when not being borne aloft by the crucifer. This 

was donated by Mrs J Morgan and her family, in 

memory of the late H L Morgan.  



RECTORS & PRIESTS-IN-CHARGE OF PARISH OF 

KOTARA SOUTH 

NAME & YEARS OF SERVICE 

Revd. M. G. s. NICKOLAS 1955-1971 

Revd. L. G. HOLMES Th. L. 1972-1979 / 

Revd. W. J. REDDEN Th. Dip. 1979-83 

Revd. N. R. S. EVE L. Mus. A., L. T. C. L., Th. D. 1983-88 / 

Revd. P. D. K. Y. NG B.Th., Associate Dip. Soc. Welfare, / 
B. Soc. Sc. 1989-2004 

Revd. Fergus King MA, BD, DTh 2005-2019 

Revd. Zebulan McKrell – 2019-2021 


